THE PLEASAXT LAXD OF FRANCE

among the most powerful sovereigns In
Europe. With the Reformation, a num-
ber of French people adopted Protestant-
ism, This led to a succession of religious
wars, which ended in the defeat and ex-
pulsion of many Protestants.

The splendor and wealth of such a king
as Louis XIV surpassed anything the
world has ever known, and the French
armies seemed all-conquering. They es-
tablished extensive colonies and domin-
ions abroad, notably in North America.
The great palaces of the kings and the
chateaus of the nobles were truly wonder-
ful. Art, music and literature flourished.

Napoleon Bonaparte

But while the kings and nobles lived in
luxury, the people were desperately poor.
In the Revolution of 1789, the monarchy
was destroyed, the king and queen be-
headed and the nobles driven out of the
country. Napoleon Bonaparte, then a
young soldier, led the republican armies of
France to victory, and was himself made
emperor. But after a career of amazing
brilliance, he was defeated by the British
and Prussians and sent into exile on the
island of St. Helena, where he died.

The monarchy was again restored, but
:n 1848 the people revolted and estab-
lished another republic. One of the Bona-
parte family, Louis Napoleon, was elected
president and plotted his way to the throne
as Napoleon III. He remained emperor
for eighteen years, until war broke out in
1870 between France and the German
states. The French imagined themselves
to be invincible, but found that their army
svas no match for that of the Germans.
Napoleon was driven from the throne and
a republic was proclaimed. The World
War which set France and Germany to
fighting again ended in Germany's defeat
but, in the second World War, France
was once more forced to bow to Germany's
military might (1940). In the face "of
this defeat, the republic came to an end
and a Fascist government was established.

A Unified People

"Sweet France" was its ancient nick-
lame, Lying at the geographical heart of

Western Europe, France is a hexagon six
hundred miles long and n'ot quite so wide.
Smaller than the state of Texas, it has a
population about one-third that of the en-
tire United States. Since the beginnings
of its long unbroken history, its peoples
have been uncommonly unified, in large
part because of the natural boundaries
which have separated them from their
neighbors on all sides save the north. But
there are two great openings through
which a foe has ever been able to approach,
one through Belgium and one over the
wooded heights of the Argonne.

Since ancient times its plains have been
crossed from the Mediterranean to the
Atlantic by three great natural highways,
and it has four really important natural
waterways in the Rhone, the Garonne, the
Seine, and the Loke; in addition to which
several large canals and, around Paris, a
network of smaller ones have been built.
The climate is one to favor a high degree
of economic and agricultural develop-
ment and the country is more nearly self-
sustaining than any other la Europe. In
the northwest the rainfall is plentiful and
in the south, at least adequate for the vine-
yards and other products of that sunny
region. Paris suffers no extremes of tem-
perature, while as for Brittany, beloved of
artists, the winds from the ocean keep the
summers temperate and the winters mild.

Many Small Land-holders

It is largely the Cote d'Azur which has
made a tourist industry. Here, along the
blue Mediterranean, figs and olives flour-
ish side by side with evergreens. France
has much potential water power in her
swift rivers, considerable valuable timber
in her mountains, and in the Lorraine dis-
trict she has rich iron deposits, though she
lacks the coal and petroleum she needs.
But what she cannot produce from her
own soil she is trying to secure from her
far-flung colonies.

The farmers have ever been a stable ele-
ment in France, and her food-producing
areas nicely balance her industrial region
in the north. The French love the soil
and probably three-quarters of all the land-
holders work their own farms with chap
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